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CHALLENGE 

The Media and Entertainment industry is evolving rapidly. Media companies are creating large 
amounts of new digital data which needs to be moved at high speed between global production 
teams and distribution channels. 

Additionally, protecting data in this collaborative environment is critical, as is frictionless sharing 
across players – seemingly conflicting goals. 

The Storage Made Easy™ Enterprise File Fabric™ for Media provides a comprehensive solution for the 
media industry to address these unique challenges. 

DATA, DATA, DATA 

The typical media firm has data spread across a wide range of platforms from on-premises NAS, to 
object storage, private and public clouds and SaaS applications. Compounding the distributed data 
challenge, is the fact companies have to contend with extremely large files ranging up to hundreds of 
gigabytes. How does the File Fabric tackle these challenges ? 

• Single Pane Control Surface. The Enterprise File Fabric provides a single common interface 
across data stores from which to view, manage and define collaboration and security controls. 
The Fabric provides end user interfaces showing all data users are authorized to access through 
integration with Identity Management solutions such as Active Directory, LDAP or SAML. 

• Multi Channel Access. The File Fabric enables users to access authorized information from any 
device over the Internet without the need for a VPN connection. Access is provided via mobile 
devices (iOS and Android), file browsers (Windows Explorer, Mac Finder and Linux), as well as 
from any web browser. The File Fabric uses a familiar interface so end users are up and running 
quickly. 

• Ingest, Share and Send Files at Maximimum Speed with M-Stream. A 4K movie can be  over 
150GB. Some R3D formats will use as much as 1.3Tb per hour and higher! Moving files that 
large can take days. M-Stream is a File Fabric feature to parallel stream large files from the 
source to the destination location reducing copy times by 10X and more. M-Stream maximizes 
the use of network bandwidth to move files quickly and securely. 

• No Carrier Lock. Unlike many collaboration systems, the File Fabric does not obfuscate  file 
names and data. Data is managed and secured in-place. Customers are able to read and write 
files using File Fabric applications and system applications while still access underlying data 
stores directly. 

SOLUTION BRIEF 

THE FILE FABRIC FOR MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT 
STREAMLINING COLLABORATION - FROM INCEPTION TO THEATRICAL DISTRIBUTION 
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SECURE COLLABORATION 

A distributed industry, media companies tend to work with people on location spread across 
continents. Creative teams need to come together to collaborate as a virtual groups and adapt to 
changing conditions in real time. The File Fabric has specific features to accommodate these 
collaboration requirements: 

• Shared Documents. With the Enterprise File Fabric, users can easily collaborate on documents 
and projects with outside agencies, partners and vendors. Users can store, manage, and share 
any content including images, videos, PDFs and documents through a virtual filesystem – on-
premises and on-cloud. It includes features such as secure password protected folder sharing, 
unlimited versioning, file locking, comments and annotations. 

• Native Editing. Access and operate on files stored on-premises, and on-cloud, as if they were 
located on their laptop with native Apps (MS Office, Adobe Premiere, Photoshop, etc.) 

• Integrated Document / File Approval Workflows. The File Fabric has a built in workflow 
approval process for file and document review. An integrated user messaging and tracking 
environment further streamlines business processing. 

• Single Namespace. A  global workforce, often mobile, requires real-time access to frequently 
updated information. The File Fabric is able to offer a global namespace while ensuring users 
have access to the closest replicated data from a performance perspective.  

Mobile workers are able to take advantage of synchronization to device and have the ability to 
securely share file and folder links on-demand to ensure their prospects/customers/partners have 
access to the latest data. 
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DATA SECURITY AND GOVERNANCE 

As the digitization of the media business increases, assets are ever more vulnerable to cyber-attacks 
and theft. Chief Executive Officers of these firms now demand the most rigorous security to protect 
their intellectual property.  

• Centralized Security Policies. The File Fabric provides ‘single pane’ data security and 
compliance across over 60 data stores including private windows file servers, NAS, SAN and  
Object Storage, and  common on-cloud data stores such as Amazon S3 and Microsoft Azure. A 
common set of security and governance policies allows for consistent enforcement of controls 
along with consolidated reporting environment across data platforms. Customers can load the 
consolidated event-stream log into SIEM systems for further in-depth analysis. 

• Media encryption at-rest and in-flight. The File Fabric provides a range of encryption services 
to protect the data while it’s being used in applications as well at-rest using FIPS certified 
AES-256 encryption. It provides for user managed keys and support for external key 
management systems. 

• Authentication and Fine Grain ACL’s. The File Fabric provides a federated single-sign-on access 
control with integration to AD, LDAP and SAML. A familiar NTFS-like authorization model allows 
data stewards to manage their own domains. 

• Sensitive Data Discovery and Protection. A critical element of a data protection system is the 
ability to scan, discover, classify and tag data before controls are established. Using its built-in 
enterprise content search capabilities, the File Fabric searches for predefined and custom defined 
terms to classify, tag and establish controls over sensitive data. 

USE CASES FOR THE ENTERPRISE FILE FABRIC 

• High-speed cross-country or cross-continent transfers of large video files. M-Stream 
parallelizes large files, speeding up downloads and folder-to-folder copy, providing speeds of up 
to 10Gb/s. It is being used by a North American broadcaster who broadcasts over 5,000 hours 
of programming annually on its flagship network alone. 

• Media Encryption. Strong FIPS certified encryption over and above what is provided by storage 
subsystems. 

• Production, Post Production and Special Effects. Studios constantly share data with post 
production companies for the development of new content. 

• Business Development and Conceptual Product Development. Producers, writers, directors 
and others collaborate ideas, scripts and more during the development process. 
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• Remote Review and Approval. Use the built-in approval processes to review, comment and 
approve or deny proposed changes to projects. 

• Media Production Services. Exchange content with partners and clients. 

• Tier Data. Quickly move data from high-cost to low-cost storage platforms. 

• Single Namespace. Single Namespace for diversified media assets. 

• Enterprise Content Search. Index and search across all media assets and additionally utilize 
metadata classifications and tagging. 

SUMMARY 

The Enterprise File Fabric for Media provides a substantial return on investment for media 
companies. It provides employees, partners and contractors with secure real-time access to the data 
they need, whenever they need it, while meeting organizational and security requirements.  

Users get streamlined access to data with the fewest possible impediments, while at the same time 
enforcing effective controls to block unauthorized users of sensitive data. Files  can be transferred at 
high speed and assets on-premises and on-cloud can be indexed and searched across a single 
namespace in real-time. 

ABOUT 

STORAGE MADE EASY® 
The Storage Made Easy Enterprise File Fabric™ enables IT to regain control of 
"cloud data sprawl" to unify on-premises and on-cloud files into a single easily 
managed converged infrastructure with policy-based controls for governance, 
audit and security. 

The File Fabric solution provides a “blanket” enterprises wrap around all their 
data: on premises, within public and private clouds, as well as on third-party 
software vendor clouds (SharePoint Online and Salesforce for example). 

Customers use the SME File Fabric product to unify corporate data to enable 
workgroup collaboration with universal controls for security, encryption, audit, 
and data access. Companies will have access to a greater understanding of 
where and how sensitive data is stored, transferred, and accessible 
with particular  focus on how companies are able to police and audit data to 
ensure enforcement  of  the General Data Protection Regulations  (GDPR) in 
addition to other regional data legislation. 

USA +1 415 477 1053  
UK +44 20 8212 7316      
EU +41 435 080 078 

sales@storagemadeeasy.com 
Free hosted and enterprise trials available from 

www.storagemadeeasy.com 

@SMEStorage 

/StorageMadeEasy 

/company/storage-made-easy


