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USE OBJECT STORAGE LIKE A DRIVE FROM YOUR DESKTOP
Storage Made Easy Native Desktop Drives enable users to mount cloud storage as a
local disk in the File Explorer on Windows or in Finder on Mac.
Hundreds of enterprises use Storage Made Easy’s Enterprise File Fabric™ to provide
advanced governance and collaboration features to their users and customers across all
of the most popular ﬁle and object storage platforms. For individuals and organisations
that want to use object storage from the desktop but don’t need the EFF’s advanced
features, our desktop drives provide a simple, low cost option. These native drives work
directly with object storage systems such as S3 and OpenStack Swift, allowing users to
mount their object storage as a drive on their desktops.”

WHAT IS A NATIVE DESKTOP DRIVE

The Drive is similar to any network drive that can added via Mac or Windows except
the remote volume in this instance is object storage such as OpenStack

Swift or

Amazon S3. The Drive enables remote ﬁles to be browsed, opened and edited with
any application. To a user it works like a local ﬁle system.
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FEATURES
Simple Installation
After providing the storage endpoint and account credentials the drive is ready to use as a native
desktop Windows drive or Mac volume.
Drag and Drop
Use the File Explorer or Mac Finder to drag and drop, move, rename and delete objects as if they
were ﬁles and folders. The drive transparently handles moving, copying and renaming of the
underlying ﬁles and folders even if often the object storage does not support these operations
directly.
Easy Upload and Download
Move multiple ﬁles or folders between local and cloud storage through drag and drop via the
Windows File Explorer or Mac Finder.
Favorite Applications
Users can now browse and open ﬁles in cloud storage directly from their regular desktop
applications such as Microsoft Oﬃce or LibreOﬃce. Easily access the drive via an application’s File
Open or Save function.
Buckets and Containers
The top level folders represent object storage buckets (or containers) which can be easily created
and deleted through the drive.
Use From the Command Line
Drives are accessed as regular network ﬁle-systems. They can be referenced in scripts and are
accessible from the command prompt.
Performance
The drive is optimized for large and deep folder hierarchies. When folders are browsed only ﬁle
metadata or stubs are downloaded. This information is cached for a conﬁgurable period. Files
themselves are also cached when downloaded. Once ﬁles are created or modiﬁed an Upload
Manager works in the background synchronizing them with the cloud storage.
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DRIVES AVAILABLE

Amazon S3 Compatible | Ceph

Google Cloud Storage

Microsoft Azure

OpenStack Swift

Rackspace Cloud Files

IBM Cloud Object Storage

Drives are available for volume purchases by enterprise customers. For more information contact
us at sales@storagemadeeasy.com.
For more information visit: https://storagemadeeasy.com/standalonetools/
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INSTALLATION
The installation process is simple and requires minimal conﬁgurations.

WHITE PAPER | © Copyright Storage Made Easy® 2019

5

STORAGE MADE EASY NATIVE DESKTOP DRIVES

SOLUTION FEATURES

AUTHENTICATION

Authentication is speciﬁc to the storage provider.
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SOLUTION FEATURES
SOLUTION FEATURES

DRIVE SETTINGS

Access advanced conﬁguration settings from the system tray. You can change when and were the
drive is mounted and the duration and behavior of the cache. Some drives have provider speciﬁc
options.
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FAQ

Q. Can I access the drive from other applications?
A. Yes, the drive will be available through an application’s Open File and Save
functions.
Q. Can I access the drive from a command prompt or terminal?
A. Yes, the drive can be accessed like a ﬁle system in this respect.
Q. Does the drive cache?
A. Yes, the drive caches to speed up access. Cache settings can be managed under
conﬁguration settings.
Q. Does the drive ﬁnd new content that has been uploaded directly (not via the drive)
to the object storage?
A. Yes, the drive will show latest content on the storage provider instance whether
the content was uploaded through the drive or to the storage provider directly.
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ABOUT
STORAGE MADE EASY®
The Storage Made Easy Enterprise File Fabric™ enables IT to regain control of
"cloud data sprawl" to unify on-premises and on-cloud ﬁles into a single easily
managed converged infrastructure with policy-based controls for governance,
audit and security.
The File Fabric solution provides a “blanket” enterprises wrap around all their
data: on premises, within public and private clouds, as well as on third-party
software vendor clouds (SharePoint Online and Salesforce for example).
Customers use the SME File Fabric product to unify corporate data to enable
workgroup collaboration with universal controls for security, encryption, audit,
and data access. Companies will have access to a greater understanding of
where and how sensitive data is stored, transferred, and accessible
with particular focus on how companies are able to police and audit data to
ensure enforcement of the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) in
addition to other regional data legislation.

USA +1 415 477 1053
UK +44 20 8212 7316

@SMEStorage

EU +41 435 080 078
sales@storagemadeeasy.com
Free hosted and enterprise free trial available from

/StorageMadeEasy
/company/storage-made-easy

www.storagemadeeasy.com
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